H2         THE GERMAN SCHOOL SYSTEM
Text-books and Methods of Instruction in the
Middle Section*
The text-books used in the middle classes
generally contain selections from Marryat,
Hughes, Wilde, Jerome, Stevenson, Kipling,
Washington Irving, Mark Twain and Hawthorne.
Poems, short biographies, easy dramas, Dickens'
The Child's History of England and portions of
Collar's Industrial and Social History of England
also form part of the reading material recommend-
ed for these classes.
Practice in conversation is continued in the
middle classes. In addition to conversation aris-
ing out of the prescribed books, dialogues and
speeches by the pupils are occasionally organised.
In some schools gramophone records are used for
training the pupils' ear, The written work in the
middle classes consists of dictation, translation,
reproduction of the stories read by the boys and
description of daily happenings.
Grammar is generally taught inductively and
incidentally, the text-book being largely employed
for the purpose. This does not, however, mean
that the study of formal grammar is dispensed
with ; occasionally one even comes across teachers
who follow the deductive method. But grammar
is never considered to be an end in itself; it is
treated only as a means for strengthening the
pupil's command over the accurate use of the lan-
guage. The whole ground of grammar is covered
before the pupils reach Untersekunda* Special